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Q.1 
The two words for the city of Akihabara that came to my mind after watching the video in class, are what represent it: electronics, including IT and otaku (technology and fanatics respectively). 

Since my last time there, Akihabara has changed a lot because I didn’t know about this new part of the district that is the concentration of stores towards the  “otaku”.  It is amazing how they could change the area in only two distinctive subjects, and I believe that is separated by the main street there.

As we watched in the video and kind of I knew about, it is the electronic area where they have a large number of stores in different types such as buildings with many floors or a little shop where they have many little booths, such as Shimayama’s booth which he managed with his mother’s help. It was amazing that in that little space, he can carry thousa nds of components and appliances where you can find anything you want, even the older kind of electronic devices and components. As an example in the video, the boy who is thirteen years old that was the customer of the Shimayama ‘s store for a long time. Apparently, he always goes there to buy components to build something for himself, which is very interesting these days where mostly the people buy the product already made because it is available everywhere. I was impressed because I thought that Akihabara  gave  the  chance for people to study and learn how to build electronics not only the recent ones, but I believe also that  we can fix some of the old things which I think are not easily done here in the United States.  Here, sometimes I want to buy a specific piece of some electronic device to fix it because something is not working, but I cannot find it and I have to throw the whole device away and buy a new one.

The otaku world and word is new to me. Watching the video, I can understand and also see how the Japanese people are extremely fanatical. Also, I learned that Akihabara is “A Paradise for Tech Geeks”, meaning that it is a place where everybody can get anything that they are obsessed with.  It was amazing how many different staff they are available for the otakus to purchase, not only for manga/anime, but also for trains, dolls, characters, idols and so on in any kind of forms. Akihabara is also an attractive city for the entire world that likes manga/anime, and other things, and can find what they are looking for. In our time, with the globalization culture, many foreign geeks, nerds, or people with very specific interests go to Akihabara to enjoy the Japanese subculture, including the maid café, where the girls dress as maid and treat the Patrons like they are part of anime.
Q.2
I believe that there are both positive and negative images depending on how we see this weird place. It was interesting that post war, Akihabara started as a place for students that assembled radios as school assignments, and became a black market for electronics and after it changed to be the heaven of electronics and appliances, not only for Japanese but also for foreigners.  I thought it was very good (positive) such as the electronic components booth, where someone wants to learn the composition of some appliance, or try to fix something, there is an opportunity to do it and the sellers have knowledge of the subject and can be very helpful.  On the other hand, I think it is not good because fanatic people such as Ohashi, in the video, wanted to overclock his PC and went to Akihabara to buy selected parts for his computer to set a new record in speed. Although he wants to speed his computer, it is not useful for the reality of life because he can use it for just a few minutes and he has to use dry ice and liquid nitrogen to cool it down, so I don’t see any plus on doing it. In his case, I think this is kind of high tech otaku. I think the people’s diametrical perspectives depend on what kind of environment each one lives. Apparently, otaku can have a negative image in Japanese mainstream society, and I believe, they think the otaku world is something for people that live in a fantasy world, where they don’t want to confront in real life because everything there is not of reality, such the girls in their maid uniform distributing the fliers of the maid café where they work; the stores where they sell anything that some otaku is looking for, and so on. Although, for people with dreams, such as the girls giving a show in the Pedestrian Mall or some basement, it is the pathway for their future to be an idol, as many idols came from there. However, I think that people like Motohara (the famous otaku in AKB), who barely have money to eat or sometimes forgets to eat to stay in his little world of girls in his wall and ceiling, is kind of illness. He spends a lot of money for his obsession, even paid $180 just for a pillow. On the other hand, I kind of understand why he does it, as he told in the video, that because of family problems he decided to dedicate his life to the religion (Christianism) and when he was kicked out of the monastery, he lost the incentive to live. While he was thinking about suicide, he met the Blue Angel (girl character in manga), who gave him the strength to live, he decided to live in pure love. In addition, as we saw, Akihabara is a paradise for everyone in the entire world, who is looking for something they are fanatic about and whatever they want, it can be found there. 
Q.3 
Akiba, short name for Akihabara, is an area in Tokyo, known as “Akihabara 

Appliances and Home Electronic Capital of the world”. This is a commercial district where a large number of electronics store are concentrated, a place where you can find many electronic products with a reduced price. There are a variety of stores, some in big buildings and other small stores such as little booth of six square foot. In these little booths, you can find anything related with electronic components, even those that are out of the market nowadays.  On the other hand, in Akihabara, you can find the latest technology in computers, or other electronic devices. In spite of all this electronics, it includes appliances such as refrigerators, laundry machines, air conditioner, and microwaves and so on. Even though, you don’t have any interest in buying something, if you can window shop around these stores, you will see the high level of technology that may become popular in the United States a few years later.  In addition, in recent years, it is considered a paradise for “otakus” (tech geeks), which is a new subculture of the Japanese society.  There are many options for manga, anime, cosplay, and etc., in which stores are, located around one side of the Akihabara station while the electronic stores are located on the other side of the main street. Akihabara has been famous for the “maid café” which is a kind of cosplay restaurant where the waitress dress in maid customs acting as a servant and treat the clients as a patrons. Akihabara is the origin of the current subculture of “otaku” which is recognized worldwide, therefore, Akihabara is the place that attracts the fans from the entire world that have an interest in anime or manga, and also for high tech. In Akihabara you can also find second hand appliances such as the black telephone or old radios.  After you walk around, you can stop in one these “maid café” to enjoy and experience the world of “otaku”.

