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Although the Japanese art and aesthetics were most influenced by the Chinese and Buddhism over time, Japanese developed its own unique, aesthetics and arts form. Japanese arts are very ancient and it has been changing in its style over the period of time. It can be traced back to the Jomon period, when they created a variety of crafts such as statues and pottery vessels, unique in design and usually used in rituals.  “Dogu” were very unique (bold and abstract in design), special type of figurines, only from the Jomon period, which I thought was very interesting. In old times, Japanese art had a big influence from China (Buddhism) and Korea (the invasion of Toyotomi Nobunaga). The introduction of Buddhism from China had a big influence in Japanese art and architecture. During that time, many temples were built in the Chinese style and colors. The metal works (very rare) were most used in the Buddhism temple for rituals, such as incense burners or bells, that showed the dedication the people had for religion during that period.
In the Heian period, when the “kana” was created, another form of art was introduced: the waka (poem/prose). This was used by the aristocratic to communicate from one to anther mostly in relationships, and it was judged by the ability to write beautifully, which does not apply so much these days. During that time, Sei Shonagon and Murasaki Shikibu wrote the Pillow Book and the Tale of the Genji respectively, and they have many other tales from that time. It is interesting because they had a talent for writing and I think that the Japanese were in contact with nature during that period. In addition, even after one thousand years, it is amazing that the writings are still in the actual literature, as we are learning in this class.


The “Way of Tea”, developed under the influence of Zen Buddhism, emphasized in the virtue of simplicity, austerity, and rusticity that contributed to the aesthetic concept of wabi.  The master of tea, Juko Murata, integrated many forms of art such as the handscroll, painting, flower arrangements, and so on, in the “chanoyu”.  This was used to relax and appreciate the “art” of drinking tea. All these forms of art have their own value and aesthetics form, such as Ikebana, where the concept is to keep everything natural, as in the wild and simple. As we learned, there are a variety of colors in each flower that come from nature and are unique in the Japanese lifestyle.

The architectural monuments such as “Kinkakuji” and “Ginkakuji”, that belonged to Ashikaga shogun, are a very unique aesthetic fashion, also marked with beautiful gardens (form of art) associated with Zen Buddhism (created for contemplation and meditation).  

There are many other forms of art such as lacquers, textiles (kimono motifs), ceramic, drama, and metal works that changed with the style over the time.  Another different type of art, such as martial arts (kendo, aikido), which I believe came from the samurai legend.

Ukiyo-e is very interesting because it was created by a common people and representing their daily lives. The print in woodblock was a very interesting way to produce more than one. The hard work was when the painting had a multiple colors.  

I think the arts in Japan had a big influence from Chinese (Buddhism), as I mentioned above about the temple colors and other types of art, such as calligraphy, textile and so on. I believe that the policy of isolation by the shogunate was a good decision because Japan could develop not only its own art, but also culture, without foreign influence, which I believe makes it very unique. The art of Japan is usually connected with nature, such as the poems, paintings, and motifs in furniture and so on. Japanese culture has numerous colors which can produce ukiyo​-e, as colorful printed cards or paintings, which make the art very unique and interesting. 

As ukiyo-e and other forms of art, I like how they are represented by simplicity and harmony with nature, and artists and artisans usually use the seasonal theme in their objects. The concept of aesthetics in Japanese art and culture is the harmony in everything, where the beauty is in things that are imperfect, impermanent and incomplete (wabi-sabi). 

Shamisen is another object that is very interesting in Japan. I knew (sanshin) but I never thought about how that the three strings and skin of a cat can make so many different tunes with the same object. 

What makes the Japanese art and its aesthetics interesting is that even with the passing of time, many of them are still alive today, such as waka poetry, noh theater, kabuki, calligraphy, the tea ceremony, and other traditional art, and I think in many other culture has disappeared.  
I got interested in many of the things we learned in this class because many things were new for me.  Even though I lived for many years in Japan, I didn’t know about ukiyo-e, and I really liked the painting of  the “Great Wave of Kanagawa”. In addition, it was interesting that in our working group, having us describe the ukiyo-e taught me that everyone looking the same picture had a different way to describe the painting. The word “do” (道) also gave me knowledge about the words I have heard but I did not connect the meanings of the way.
I have some lacquer furniture at home and I knew that they are Japanese style, but I didn’t know that they are a “copy” of the art from that period of time.

